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Dear Eisenhower Family, 

 It was a great pleasure to meet families at our Back to School Night on 

September 13th. What an amazing turnout. Thank you to all the parents who 

signed up to volunteer for the various PTO Fundraisers and activities. We have 

more opportunities to volunteer coming up, so if you are interested please reach 

out to our PTO Executive Team. 

 This month so far we kicked off our Respect Week in order to remind our 

children that we are upstanders and bucket fillers. Ask your child for clarification 

of these terms. Coming up we have our Anti-Violence Awareness Week, where we 

have more educational opportunities planned. We also celebrated Fire Prevention 

Week and provided our students with Fire Safety Tips to remember in school and 

at home. Finally, The Fall Celebrations occur on Monday, October 31, 2016 and 

the D. D. Eisenhower Eagles will be hosting two main activities: Halloween Pa-

rade and Trunk or Treat. 

1. Halloween Parade: Children will bring their costumes in a bag to change into 

at school. Please make sure your child has weather appropriate clothing to 

wear under their costume. Students should not wear make-up or masks to 

school. Students should also leave their costume accessories at home and 

this includes plastic weapons. 

          A. Alternate Fall activities have been planned for students who are not par-

ticipating in the Halloween Parade.  

          B. If it rains, THE PARADE IS CANCELLED AND PARENTS WILL NOT BE 

PERMITTED INSIDE THE BUILDING. Students will parade inside for their peers 

only. 

2. Trunk or Treat: Students and their parents will gather at the top of the parent 

drop off loop near the front bench (This area will be marked off with cones and 

signs). Students, accompanied by their parents, will be taken to the parent park-

ing lot to participate in a safe Trick/Trunk or Treating Activity.  

          A. Students who are enrolled in aftercare will be escorted by aftercare per-

sonnel to participate in the Trunk or Treat Activity, if parents have indicated 

permission.  

          B. Alternate Fall Activities will be hosted by aftercare for students enrolled 

in aftercare who are not participating in the activity. 

 

Sincerely, 

Colleen B. Pongratz 



In October our character Education Trait of the month is Respect. During the week of 

October 4th-7th , we recognized the Week of Respect. Each day we celebrated respect 

with a spirit day which included No drama pajama day, Team upstanders, Super Eagle 

day, and hats off to upstanders day!  We also had our annual Respect Assembly that 

including fantastic respect-themed student performances! During the Week of Re-

spect, students participate in character education activities such as this assembly and 

classroom based activities. These activities are part of our Positive Behavior Support 

programming and Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying prevention activities at Ei-

senhower School. . We also announced the winners of our Inspire poster contest! Eve-

ryone did amazing work, and many of the posters are displayed throughout the 

school! Thank you all for your participation in these activities.  During the week of 

October 17th- 21st we will also be recognizing School Violence Awareness Week where 

our students will continue to learn about peaceful problem solving. 

 During the Week of Respect assembly, a school wide character education lesson was 

presented to the students that discussed the difference between bullying and bother-

ing, and between telling and tattling. 

“Bothering” (Conflict) – You and a friend are mad at each other; Someone says or 

does something unkind, whether by accident or on purpose that makes you feel 

mad, sad or annoyed.  

“Bullying” – Is very serious – someone says or does something unkind over and over 

again even though you have asked them to stop and/or got help from an adult - 

the mad, sad or annoyed feelings are turning into nervous, scared or embarrassed 

feelings; Someone makes fun of you or treats you badly or differently because of 

the country you and/or your family are from, the color of your skin, the holidays 

you celebrate, the religion that you practice, the food that you and your family eat, 

or any way that you may look, act or learn differently than others. 

Tattling = gets someone in trouble.  

Telling = gets someone out of trouble. 

 

Counselor’s Corner 



The assembly also focused on what students can do to help themselves or 

someone else in a bothering or bullying situation, such as using “I-

Messages,” walking away, telling an adult, and staying with a friend or bud-

dy.  Students were taught the simple phrase “Stop, Go and Tell!” to remem-

ber these Peaceful Problem Solving steps.  

You can assist your child in dealing with such situations by: 

 Encouraging your child to report incidents to you and adults at school. 

 Helping your child identify the difference between bothering and bullying. 

 Ask your child how he or she has handled the situation – what Peaceful 

Problem Solving Steps did they use? 

 Coach your child in alternatives such as using “I-Messages,” and the “Stop, 

Go and Tell” steps. 

 Work closely with your child’s teacher and other school staff such as the 

behaviorist and the principals. 

 Encourage your child to seek help and report serious incidents immediate-

ly. 

Talk with your child often about events at school 

The Conflict vs. Bullying Reporting Procedures flow chart will 

assist you in understanding the difference between the steps 

that are implemented when a student conflict vs. case of bully-

ing is reported to the school.  

 

Ms. Shapiro, School Counselor 



  

Conflict vs. HIB Reporting Procedures 

                     



The TEAL PUMPKIN PROJECT launched as a national campaign by Food Allergy Re-

search & Education (FARE) in 2014. The Teal Pumpkin Project™ raises awareness of 

food allergies and promotes inclusion of all trick-or-treaters throughout the Hallow-

een season FARE’s Teal Pumpkin Project™ promotes safety, inclusion and respect of 

individuals managing food allergies. This nationwide movement offers an alternative 

for kids with food allergies, as well as other children for whom candy is not an option, 

and keeps Halloween a fun, positive experience for all! For more information about 

the TEAL PUMPKIN PROJECT visit:  

http://www.foodallergy.org/teal-pumpkin-project/  

It’s that time of the 

year again! Fall is the 

time of year when we 

start catching more 

colds, flus, and ill-

nesses. In order to 

help prevent the spread of germs here 

are a few tips to remember:  

1. Hand-washing: It’s your best defense! 

At least 20 seconds with soap and warm 

water…often!  

2. Cough and sneeze etiquette: Remind 

students to cough/sneeze into the 

“crook” of their elbow. If they use their 

hands or tissues, go back to tip #1.  

3. Surfaces: Disinfect commonly touched 

surfaces at home like door knobs, coun-

ter tops, telephones, etc.  

4. Hygiene: Remind students to keep fin-

gers out of their mouths, noses and eyes 

Halloween Safety Tips 

From candy to costumes, Halloween is a fun-filled time for 

kids and parents alike. Here are some simple safety tips to 

follow this year while trick-or-treating:  

*Choose a light-colored costume or add glow-in-the-dark 

tape to the front and back of the costume so your kids can 

be easily seen.  

*Make sure wigs and beards don’t cover your kids’ eyes, 

nose or mouth.  

*Don’t buy a costume unless it’s labeled “flame retardant”. 

This means the material won’t burn.  

*Use non-toxic face paint or makeup instead of children 

wearing masks. *Avoid over-sized and high-heeled shoes 

that could cause kids to trip.  

*Avoid long or baggy clothing that could catch on some-

thing and cause falls.  

*Make sure that any props your kids carry, such as wands 

or swords, are flexible.  

*Take a flash-light while trick-or-treating.  

*Eat only factory-wrapped treats, avoid any homemade 

treats from strangers 

http://www.foodallergy.org/teal-pumpkin-project/about#.WAE2VOUrLcs


Hello Eisenhower Families! 
 
Some updates and upcoming events: 
 
 We have almost all of our orders in from our first fundraiser of the school year from Kids’ 

Kastle, and we already have record sales and profits for the school! You are AMAZING!!! We’ll 
be announcing our winning seller and class soon! 

 On October 11th, we had our first Dine to Donate of the school year at Applebee’s and Eisen-
hower teachers and families filled the restaurant that evening! Thank you all so much for 
coming out and supporting our school! Check out our Facebook page for pics!  

 Thank you to all of you who have already begun participating in our year-round 
www.SchoolStore.com fundraiser. If you haven’t yet, check it out and possibly get started 
on some holiday shopping! There are prizes to be won too! 

 On October 14th we’ll hold our first Walk-a-Thon of the school year. There will be music, re-
freshments, and prizes! Thank you for all the sponsor donations that have been coming in to 
support our students!  

 October 21st is our Fall Ball from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. We can’t wait to see you there! If you are 
a baker, consider baking some goodies for the kids for the Fall Ball Bake Sale! 

 October 24th – 28th we’ll be holding our Fall Book Fair. Look for our notice and we hope you’ll 
volunteer to help out!   

 On October 25th, we’ll be hosting our first public PTO meeting at 6:30pm while our Principal, 
Colleen Pongratz, hosts a Read with the Principal event for our students. We hope that 
you’ll join us! 

 October 31st is our third annual Trunk or Treat event from 3:30pm to 5:30pm. Thank you to all 
who have already volunteered to decorate your cars and send in candy! 

 On November 16th, we’ll be having our first Family Fun Night of the year. Stay tuned for 
more info! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Eisenhower PTO 

 
 

Have Questions or Want to Get More Involved? 
E-mail Us: EisenhowerPTO@ymail.com 

Call Us: (732) 752-1801, Ext. 5695 
Follow Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/

DwightDEisenhowerElementary  
(We post regular reminders about upcoming school events on Facebook) 

  
2016-17 Eisenhower PTO Officers: 

Colleen Georges, President 
Erica Trojanowski, Vice President 

Pari Melkote, Corresponding Secretary 
Smitha Reddy, Recording Secretary 

Casey Conway, Teacher Liaison 

http://www.SchoolStore.com
mailto:EisenhowerPTO@ymail.com
http://www.facebook.com/DwightDEisenhowerElementary
http://www.facebook.com/DwightDEisenhowerElementary


Upcoming Events 
 

October 21– Fall Ball 6:30-8:00 

October 24-28 Scholastic Book Fair 

October 25– PTO Meeting/Read with the Principal 6:30 

October 28– Spirit Day– Tie-Dye Day 

October 31– Halloween Parade 1:45pm 

October 31– Trunk or Treat 3:30-5:30 

November 3– Picture Retakes 

November 4– Spirit Day– Football Team Shirt Day 

November 8– No School for Students 

November 10-11 Schools Closed 

November 16– Family Fun Night 6:30 

November 21-22– Parent Conferences (Half Day for 

Students) 

November 23– Half Day Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 24 and  25– School CLosed 


